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Some English learners in Japan sometimes encounter English words that are really
confusing in their usage. One typical example is three English verbs “see”, “look”, and
“watch”. These words are used when talking about using our eyes. You may easily make
mistakes with these words, but fortunately, the listener will most likely understand what
you mean. Here are some useful tips to use these words correctly.

The word “see” is a general word about sight. “I can see the squirrel up in the tree.
Can you see it?” “We saw some whales last weekend from the ferry. It was awesome to
see them.” “Have you ever seen a ghost?” “I see it, but I don’t believe it.” So, the image
of something comes into your eyes, and you can see it. Of course, if the image does not
come into your eyes, you can’t see it. “I can’t see anything! Please turn on the light.”

The word “look” is more specific than “see”. When we look, or look at something,
we do it with purpose. We try to do it. We make some effort, even if it is a small effort.
“Look at me! I can ride a bicycle!” “I'm looking at that tree, but I can’t see the squirrel.”
“What are you looking at? Are you looking at the strange cloud?” “Look! It’s a bird. It’s
a plane. No, it’s Superman!” “Please take a look at my drawing. What do you think?” So,
with some concentration, we look or look at things. If you don’t want to see something,
don’t look at it. .

The word “watch” is similar to “look”, but it is used when using more effort to
something. When we watch something or someone, we expect something to happen. The
thing we are watching is going to change in some way. “What are you watching?” “Have
you been watching that great drama series on TV?” “Lots of people watched the ball drop
in Times Square to celebrate the New Year.” “Hey, kids, I’'m watching you. Behave
yourselves.”

You will certainly make errors in using these words when speaking to others in
English. Like any skill, with practice, you will improve over time.

(488 : Mark Thompson 44 7 4 7o3&ic % 2 HAEADRFE2 | XEH X 0 5IR)
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